
      Greetings on behalf of the Minnesota Baptist Association of Churches!
    This year a father/son team will be speaking. David Stertz, pastor of Sunrise
Bible Church, a Baptist fellowship in North Branch, MN and Dan Stertz, pastor
of Bible Baptist Church in Hudson, WI. 
     On Friday night, David will teach about God’s purpose in a man's calling and
vocation, focusing on God’s sovereign placement of laymen in their daily work.
On Saturday morning Dan will teach on how we love our church family. They will
have breakout sessions with David focusing on the nationwide shortage of
pastors going into the ministry. Dan will seek to break down his lecture topic
further with a discussion about strategies for showing love among members of
your local church.
     God willing, the grilled steaks will be back in full force on Friday as well as the
Smoked Beef Brisket on Saturday! We organize the schedule for time for men to
be with men and to fellowship with one another. Thus the meals and breaks have
a generous time allotment.
   Our workshops at the end of the conference include some fun options just for
the sake of men fellowshipping with men. This year these will be:

Beekeeping
Lawn Care
Church Security Roundtable

   Registration can be accessed at www.Cornerstonepi.org and takes less than 2 minutes.
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Exalting Christ Among the Churches:
News & Notes - Upcoming Events

Have a special event coming this Winter? 
Send us a note and we’ll add it to our Winter North Star Update. 

We plan a special focus on Christmas events!

Friday & Saturday, October 23-24, 2026
By Tim Graham

OTSEGO: GRACE CHURCH: A BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, Celebrates 20 Years
      Grace Church is celebrating 20 years of God's faithfulness with a
special service on Sunday, October 11. The day begins with morning
worship at 10:00 AM, followed by a potluck fellowship lunch and an
afternoon service of testimonies, singing, and praise for God's many
kindnesses to the church. Friends of Grace Church are warmly invited to
join the celebration.

http://www.mbaoc.org/


OWATONNA, GRACE BAPTIST
    Ted Weinberg has hosted more than six hundred volunteers on mission field
construction projects since his first overseas trip in 1983. The projects started when he
taught building skills at Pillsbury Baptist Bible College and occupied an office across
the hall from Missions Professor Sam Telloyan. Sam would receive letters from
various fields concerning construction projects and just casually drop them on Ted’s
desk. If you know Sam, nothing he did was ever just casual.
   Eventually Ted and his wife Diane joined ABWE as career missionaries overseeing
building construction in South Africa, The Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Togo and Papua
New Guinea. Many months were spent in each location and those were the places
where volunteers joined them. 
   The greatest blessing was to see lives changed both with the volunteers and the
nationals. The spiritual side of construction takes place when volunteers are serving.
“Over the years we have seen more than twenty individuals who came originally as
volunteers become career missionaries on a variety of foreign fields,” Ted writes.
   In 2014 they retired from ABWE, but the trips still continue from their base at Grace
Baptist Church in Owatonna, Minnesota. In February of 2025 and again in 2026 he
traveled to Papua, New Guinea, with two different teams. Ted runs a general
contracting business in Owatonna, but even in semi-retirement is available to provide
consultations for Minnesota churches. And the foreign trips just keep coming.
   “Buildings are not permanent,” muses Ted. “They are just the tool.” The permanence
comes from the work of God in the lives of men and women who come to Him
through the gospel. Like the structures he helps build, Ted has been a tool used of God
in creative construction.
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ST. PETER, CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH,  Gets a  New Roof

FROM THE ARCHIVES

    Pillsbury Academy opened on September 11,
1877 with 54 students. Had you attended in
1889 board for a young lady would have been
$2.50 a week and for young men, $4.00.
Apparently, the men ate more.
     The Academy continued until 1957 when it
became Pillsbury Conservative Baptist Bible
College. These records can now be seen in the
MBA archives which are housed at Berean
Baptist Church of Brooklyn Park.  If you have
Pillsbury historical records you would like to
donate, please contact the MBA officers.

      Pastor Tim Levin and his congregation are thankful to the MBA for coming along
side to lend a helping hand. The initial estimate of over $30,000 for hail damage repair
and only a $1500.00 payout from their insurance company was a shock to this church
family. Brother Levin as a relatively new Pastor did not realize how inadequate their
insurance coverage was. He strongly encourages Pastors coming to a new church to
review and make sure their insurance is up to date and has decent coverage. 
      After seeking a second estimate the cost came down to $18,000.00. The church could
afford $10,000 and the MBA board voted to contribute $8000.00 to help them complete
the project. The MBA Propagation committee would like to know if there are sister
churches in the MBA that could use assistance. 
     If you are aware of a church that could use a helping hand please contact Pastor John
Schofield at 507-525-1138, or calvarygranada@gmail.com.

PLYMOUTH - CENTRAL SEMINARY / FOURTH BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Trusting the Text: Central's Fall Conference with Dr. Daniel B. Wallace
    Central Seminary invites the churches of the MBA to its Fall Conference with Dr.
Daniel B. Wallace on Tuesday, October 13. This year's theme is "Trusting the Text,"
and the conference will look at how we can be confident in the New Testament after
centuries of copying by hand. 
   Dr. Wallace is Senior Research Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas
Theological Seminary and founder of the Center for the Study of New Testament
Manuscripts. He has spent decades studying the earliest copies of the New
Testament.
   The conference runs from 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM at Central Seminary in Plymouth,
and it will also be livestreamed. Registration is $15 and includes lunch. Central is
offering MBA churches $5 off with the code MBA. Registration closes October 8.
For more information, visit centralseminary.edu/fallconference.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1988592011237/?discount=MBA
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