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Exalting Christ Among the Churches:
News & Notes - Upcoming Events

      167 years of history looks down on Minnesota Baptists. Berean Baptist
Church of Brooklyn Park has graciously provided a home for the archives
which record and celebrate this amazing history. The collection includes
annual reports for each of those 167 years as well as bound copies of the
state magazine “The North Star Baptist.” The board of the Minnesota
Baptist Association is seeking to organize the archives so they can be
made available for research. The collection includes historical documents
from the regional associations, ladies’ and men’s meetings, youth rallies
and the Planting and Watering ministry.
     You and your church can contribute to this process.  Printed records of
church anniversaries, historical documents and photographs would be a
welcome addition. Materials from Pillsbury Baptist Bible College can also
be contributed. Donations of books written by Minnesota authors are
welcome. The MBA has an amazing history. It is exciting to look back
and even more thrilling to anticipate what lies ahead.

MBA archives at Berean Baptist Church, Brooklyn Park

Cornerstone Baptist Church, Pine Island, Minnesota
         MBA Men’s Meeting - October 23-24, 2026
                   Save the date and plan to attend!

Have a special event coming this Fall? 
Send us a note and we’ll add it to our Fall North Star Update

Plymouth - Central Seminary/Fourth Baptist  - Tuesday, October 13
Fall Conference with Dan Wallace on “Trusting the Text: The Reliability of
the New Testament”  Register thru Central Seminary, $15, Lunch included

2026 ANNUAL MEETING
Officers elected at the annual meeting include MBA President Pat Thompson,
Vice-President John Schofield, Secretary Rich Riley, Treasurer Myron Miller,
along with MBA Board members Lee Peterson, Jason Pankonin, Ben Gunderson,
Robert Allen, Nathan Delich, Todd Williamson, Tim Riley, Ron Gotzman, Dave
Rogers, Grant Friese, and Wayne Pettingill.

By Robert Allen

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/trusting-the-text-w-dr-daniel-b-wallace-centrals-fall-conference-registration-1988592011237
http://www.mbaoc.org/


FIRST BAPTIST, NEW ULM
   God is at work in Central Asia. Just ask Pastor Pat Thompson, President of the
Minnesota Baptist Association.
  “My burden to serve the persecuted church has grown with each trip,” he writes.
Pat has made four trips to an undisclosed location (for security purposes) and
plans to return in October. While there he teaches courses like Ecclesiology,
Christology and Eschatology. His last class had thirty-three students with twelve
of them graduating in June from a one-year program. A second-year course of
study began at the same time with thirty-one students enrolled.
   While the first-year studies focus on ten major doctrines, the second-year focus
will be on leadership. Many of the students already serve house churches
throughout the region. Some of them plan to return to home countries which will
be dangerous for them. But God has given them a Spirit of faith and not of fear.
God is at work in Central Asia. Will you join in that work through the ministry of
prayer?
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST, WILLMAR
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Exalting Christ Among the Churches GRANITE CITY BAPTIST, ST. CLOUD

 with our assistants, deacons, staff, and members.
   The Lord called me to St. Cloud by the prayer of Jabez in I Chronicles 4:9-10.
At the time I was assistant pastor in Little Falls with Pastor Donn Kittle.
There have been many blessings over the years, from souls saved, baptized
and discipled, to buying twelve acres, and building the auditorium and
education wings. William Carey said, “When I am gone, speak less of Dr.
Carey and more of Dr. Carey’s Savior.”
   We have had a Christian Academy for 47 years. We do not want to be
replacing but reproducing and multiplying both in the church and academy.
An important measure for Christian parents to consider when selecting a
school is the worldview that school advances. Does this worldview fit within
the framework of our belief system? Parents should give no occasion to the
devil by allowing children to receive a humanistic education.

Pastor and Mrs. Dennis Campbell
would like to thank everyone who
supported the celebration and reunon
of the commemoration of the 50 years
at the church and 60 years of marriage.
We want to thank our family:
Todd,Tresa, Troy, Trent, their families;
the pastors: Pastors Troy, Flinck,
Bjokne, Rogers and Sorenson along 

Pastor and Mrs. Dennis Campbell, 60 Years of Marriage,
 50 Years at Granite City Baptist Church.

Charter member Harriet Carlson 
with Pastor and Mrs. Rogers

The Cornerstone Baptist Church of Willmar
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their
church July 25 and 26. The theme was “Trusting
our Future to the God of our Past.” 188 people
were in attendance.
   Pastor Oliver Sandahl planted the church in
1976 with help from the Minnesota Baptist
Association. Three men from Willmar, Bob
Wilman, Les Carlson and Carl Schultz
approached Dr. Arthur Allen, State Missionary 
about their desire to establish a fundamental Baptist Church in Willmar. Oliver
Sandahl began to conduct Bible studies in April of 1976. Sunday services began on
June 20 with 24 in attendance. 
   Pastor David Rogers was called as pastor in 1987. After 39 years he resigned on
June 30, 2026, to become the National Representative of the New Testament
Association of Independent Baptist Churches.
   The eight pastors in attendance sang. Several individuals gave testimonies of
God’s faithfulness. Harriet Carlson and Jackie Schleppenbach (Schultz) have
attended all fifty years and were in attendance. 
   On Sunday Pastor Virgil Ruchti, raised in the church and now pastor of
Ontonagon Baptist Church in Michigan, and Missionary Joel Sandahl, son of
founding pastor Oliver Sandahl, preached.                          

LONG-TIME MINNESOTA PASTOR HEADS N.T.A.
   Pastor David Rogers served as pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church in
Willmar, Minnesota, for 39 years. He has spent a total of 50 years in pastoral
ministry. Now he is looking forward to traveling and updating the churches
of the New Testament Association. Garry Thompson has done an excellent
job in this endeavor working with the churches and six military chaplains.   
    Dave desires to continue that good work and also expand to non-military
chaplains. He served for 20 years as a jail chaplain and another 15 years as a
hospital chaplain and found both to be wide open fields to minster to the
lost. The churches of the Association reach from Maine to  California.
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