
The Minnesota Baptist Association is helping to sponsor the 
Pillsbury Reunion, September 24 and 25. We hope that alumni, 
family and friends will plan to attend. We cannot live in the past, but 
we can rejoice in what God has accomplished in many individuals, 
families and churches through 
the ministry of Pillsbury 
Baptist Bible College.  

Pastor Loren Bjokne has 
organized and promoted the 
reunion with the help of other 
alumni. We are expecting great 
participation, but attendees 
need to register in advance to 
h e l p t h e p l a n n i n g . Th e 
registration deadline for meals 
i s S e p t e m b e r 1 0 . A f t e r 
September 10, you may still 
register for the reunion, but you cannot partake in the Friday night 
banquet or the other meals. You can register on the 
website  www.pillsburybaptist.com. The schedule and hotel 
information are on the website. You can also contact Pastor Bjokne 
at 651-895-7938.                        …continued on back 
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Pillsbury Reunion  
by Pastor Rich Riley 

Pillsbury Reunion 
The planned activities include opportunities for athletic, drama 

and music groups to reunite. Take pictures. Sing together. Eat 
together. Share memories and testimonies of what God has done and 
is doing. Whether you graduated, attended or just appreciated 
Pillsbury College, this may be your best or last opportunity to enjoy 
Pillsbury together. 

Exalting Christ 
Among the 
Churches

Save the Date! 

News & Notes: Welcome!
On Sunday, August 29th Family Baptist Church of Minneapolis 

held an installation service for Pastor Jason Ormiston. 

http://www.pillsburybaptist.com
http://www.mbaoc.org


On April 5 the construction process began.  In the first week we 
came across the first set back.  As they began to take down the 
ceiling in the auditorium, they found that the only way to do it was 
one person in the crawl space stomping down and knocking the 
plaster down.  After they got the ceiling down, they began to take 
the roof off to get to the trusses.  Delay number two occurred when 
they began to take the metal off, they found two rows of shingles 
underneath the metal roof.  So we needed to talk with the insurance 
company to get another $10,320 to remove the old shingles to be 
able to get to the trusses.  The Insurance Company again agreed 
that this was part of what they did not find in their initial 
assessment and paid the extra money.  Another answer to prayer. 
The roof was removed and the end of April between the old trusses 
being taken out and the new ones being put in and the roof covered 
again was about two days.  You guessed it we had a snowstorm and 
we had snow in the auditorium.   

We were hosting the MBA Annual Meetings in June and at the 
beginning of this project it looked like we were going to be done 
with plenty of time to spare.  That did not happen.  The week before 
the meetings they got enough done in the auditorium to have the 
meetings and on the Saturday before the meeting we had a cleaning 
day and put the pews back in.  After the meetings they came in the 
next day and took the pews up again to complete the auditorium.   

July 4, we had our first service back in the auditorium.  
Everything was finished except for the new carpet.  The new carpet 

was installed on July 29 and the 
process was finished.  We are 
thanking the Lord for His provision 
during this time.  Here is a picture 
of the finished auditorium.  If you 
were here for the MBA Annual 
Meetings there is a big difference in 
this picture.  - Pastor Todd Williamson

Exalting Christ Among the Churches:  
Remodel at Grace Baptist Church, Virginia 

Last June I walked into the auditorium and to my dismay 
heard a dripping sound from the ceiling of the auditorium.  
Knowing we had a wedding the next week in the auditorium I 
knew we needed to get this fixed so as to not have a problem for 
the wedding.  Upon investigation of the leak we also found the 
half of the roof trusses were cracked in half and the other half we 
bowed and ready to crack.     

We made the determination that he only way to fix this 
problem was with the help of the insurance company.  I contacted 
the Insurance company, and they sent the adjustor out to look at 
the issue.  Upon his inspection they determined that a Structural 
Engineer would need to come and look at the issue.  At this point 
we began praying for God’s grace upon us to have the Insurance 
Company pay for the repairs.  We would not be able to fix this 
with the funds that we have.  I asked the people to pray 
specifically that God would answer our prayer because He is in 
control, He know what needs to be done, and He knows how to 
pay for it.  We were told by the Structural Engineer that the only 
way the Insurance Company would pay for the repairs needed 
was if they deemed it because of snow and ice buildup during the 
winter months.   

So the wait began.  It seemed like months before I got the call 
from the Insurance Company that they would take care of the 
repairs.  Also because we had not had a claim in the past five years 
the deductible would only be $500 not $1000.  The amount they 
paid initially was $85,000.  This was a real answer to prayer.  So 
now the search for a contractor began.  One of the members in 
the church works for a contractor and he came and gave us a bid 
that was what the insurance money would be.   
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